
Tiverton Detachment 

Choosing a Campsite and Initial Activities 

Finding a suitable campsite is important not only for a comfortable stay, but also for safety. In some areas 
ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ άǿƛƭŘ ǎƛǘŜǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ be 
identified well in advance of the expedition and permission obtained from the landowner. 
 
The choice of an ideal camp site should take account of the following points:  

1. Shelter from the prevailing wind, on a well drained fairly level site facing the morning sun.  
2. Away from houses and habitation.  
3. Close to a good water supply.  
4. Free from obvious dangers such as flooding, animals, falling trees etc. 
5. Ground reasonably level, suitable for inserting tent pegs and offer comfortable sleep. 
6. Toilet facilities within reach of possible 

 
Having chosen a site the camp should be laid out in accordance with the following principles:  

1. Tents to be correctly pitched in a sheltered area.  
2. Cooking area to be conveniently close to tents but not too close in case of fire.  
3. Latrines (toilet area) to be downwind and away from the tent site and the cooking area, and well 

concealed.  
4. Where there is running water, a drinking water point upstream from a washing water point.  
5. Vehicle access available if possible.  

 
On arrival at the campsite tents should be erected as quickly as possible in case of the onset of bad  
weather. Cadets should work together in erecting the tents, and making a hot drink. Tents should be 
erected with the door away from the wind direction, and well guyed in case of windy weather. Tent pegs 
should be driven in at an angle and as far as possible into the ground without causing damage to the peg. 
Tents should not be pitched under trees. 
Once the tents are erected all gear should be stowed inside. 
Items not needed quickly should stay in the pack. Other items 
should be stowed tidily so that they can be found quickly 
when needed. A hot meal should be started as soon as 
possible. Cadets should work in tent groups for cooking. 
Living in a tent requires good organisation, tolerance and 
cooperation. The inside of the tent should be kept as tidy as 
possible. If wet weather prevails, wet kit should be left at the 
entrance of the tent. Every effort should be made to keep the 
inside of the tent dry. Boots should not be worn inside the 
tent. Naked flames should not be allowed inside the tent. 


