
Tiverton Detachment 

Filling in a Route Card 
 
A Route Card is an aid to assist in navigation when moving across country. Even the best navigator can’t remember 
everything so when planning a patrol or an expedition a route card is used. A copy of the route card would be given to 
someone not on the expedition in case you became lost or in other difficulties. A route card involves using all the 
knowledge you have gained in map and compass lessons so far. Below is an example of a filled in route card. 

A Route card is split 
into legs. They are 
the name given to 
each section of the 
route once it has 
been split down. 

At the top of the 
route card you say 
who’s running the 

expedition, when the 
expedition is, where 
you’re starting and 
finishing and at what 
time you expect this 

to be. 
 

For each leg name 
the location and give 

a six-figure grid 
reference. The next 
leg starts where the 
previous leg ended. 

For each leg give a grid and 
magnetic bearing from the location 
the leg starts to the location the leg 

ends. 

You also need to 
work out the 

distance each leg 
will be covering. 
When you have 

finished the route 
card work out the 
total distance. 

Give a brief description of 
each leg and point out any 
hazards you may come 

across. 

Fill in as many legs 
required to get from 
the start grid to the 

finish grid. 


