
Tiverton Detachment 

Making a Roamer 
 

A Roamer is an aid to measuring the tenths on a map. Although these scales 
are included on most compasses, a roamer is a very easy guide to make. By using a 
postcard you can achieve quite an accurate measuring tool for grid reference work. 
You could give it two different scales if so desired.  

Place the edge of the postcard onto a 1:50,000 scaled map. Locate the corner 
of the postcard near the bottom centre of the map by the scaling bars. The top one 
of these is the kilometres scale and the first part of that scale is marked off in tenths. 
Carefully align the postcard along this edge and mark off the scale. Rotate the 
postcard through 90 degrees and repeat. Once you have finished the 1:50,000 scale 
you could possibly use another scale map for the other corners. 

You should end up with something like this: 
 

 
 

Place the corner of the postcard on the map feature that you want to record 
as a GR – make sure the edges of the postcard are parallel to the grid lines. Count 
the number of tenths, both horizontally (eastings) and vertically (northings) to the 
lower numbered grid line - when added to the 4 figure GR, you now have the GR in 6 
figures. 


