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Resection 
 

A resection is similar to a back bearing but can be used if you are in the middle of open 
countryside or on an unknown track.  
You need to begin by taking the bearings of three features in sight, which are also on your 
map (if there are no man-made features use natural features such as the crests of hills). 
The three features should be spread out, ideally with 120º between each (for example, one 
in front of you, one if you look over your right shoulder and the other over your left 
shoulder). It is possible to use two features, but this will severely affect the accuracy of your 
pinpointing. 
Repeat the steps you took to obtain a single back bearing for all three features you can see. 
You should now have three lines drawn on your map, creating a small triangle where they 
cross one another. Inside the triangle is your approximate current location.  


